2012 Summer of Solutions Participant Application

Thank you for your interest in Summer of Solutions 2012.  We're excited to work with you!

In Summer of Solutions, you will receive training in community organizing and sustainable community development techniques. You will use these skills to demonstrate the promise of energy efficiency, community-based energy, green industry, local food production, and/or smart design as described in the locations you choose. Beyond the concrete skills you learn, Summer of Solutions will be a really fun community-based experience. It is a great chance to grow with, learn from, and work with other incredible young people and community leaders who are building a better future.  Most programs run through the months of June, July, and August though there is variation location to location.  

You can participate in the Summer of Solutions at two different levels, both of which use this application:
(Complete descriptions are on the next page)

1. Full-time participant - If Summer of Solutions will be your focus for the summer, and you'll work intensively day-to-day with a team of other leaders. Full-time participants are accountable for regular participation and mutually-defined responsibilities and leadership roles. You'll live near other participants and participate in mentorship, project management, and team innovation. We will work with those who apply as full-time participants to figure out how to make the summer adequately rewarding for you. 

2. Volunteer - If you'll also have another commitment that will take up a lot of your time this summer- either you'll only be in the program location for part of the summer or you'll only be available on a part-time basis throughout the summer. 

If you need further information about the Summer of Solutions generally or any of our 17 local programs nationwide, please check out our webpage: http://grandaspirations.org/programs

Navigating this application:

This form is the general application for Summer of Solutions 2011. This form will ask you basic questions about your interest, and which programs you wish to apply to. Some programs have supplemental questions which you will be prompted to answer at the end. Some programs also have local applications, which will create a more streamlined process if you only wish to apply for a single program (see their webpages or contact the program leaders for details). This national application is the place to go if you would like to be considered for multiple programs.
 
This is your official application, so be thoughtful and concise.  If you have questions, you can leave them in the Final Comments (at the end). 

Questions with "*" next to them are required and cannot be left blank. You will need to enter responses to general questions in order to view supplemental pages for specific programs.  You can either complete the general application questions first or just type something in the required fields to go on to supplemental pages and then go back and fill everything in.  

Double check and make sure all your responses are complete before hitting “Submit” on the final page.

Mail the application to Grand Aspirations, 3100 Longfellow Avenue, Minneapolis MN 55407 postmarked by 2/18/2012 to hear back by 3/12/2012, or by 4/7/2012 to hear back by to hear back by 4/30/2012.

[image: ] 
[image: ] 
Personal information
This section is about getting some basic demographic and contact information about who you are and where you're coming from. 
Name *
Please put your full name[image: ] 

Nickname/Prefered Name 
If there is another name you like to be called, please put it here. We will refer to you by this name in the rest of our communications with you. [image: ] 

Phone Number *
Please indicate whether this is a cell phone, landline, Skype number, or other kind of phone number. [image: ] 

Email address *[image: ] 

Address *
Separate street address/city/state/zip with commas. If you have several addresses (ex. school and home), you may list as many relevant ones as you like, but be sure to label them.[image: ] 




Date of Birth *
Summer of Solutions is a program for "youth," which we define very broadly (generally 14-30). SoS participants are generally high-school, college-aged, non-college, and post-college young people. We welcome participants under the age of 18, but will require parental permission for participation.[image: ] 

Racial Identity *
In your own terms, please describe your racial and/or ethnic identity. [image: ] 

Gender Identity *
In your own terms, please describe your gender identity.[image: ] 

Please share any other identities that are important to you. 
[image: ] 
What do you do with your time currently? *
Ex: student at Texas A&M, teacher at Greenfield Elementary School, full-time parent, wait staff, etc. You may put down more than one, but this is just to get a sense of what you are up to with your life at this point, not a full resume. [image: ] 


Your Program Interests and Contributions
To learn more about the programs before deciding which one to apply to, go to www.grandaspirations.org/programs

Which of the following areas are you interested in working on with Summer of Solutions? *
Note that not all programs work on all areas. Make sure you are applying to programs that meet your interests. 
· [image: ] Energy efficiency
· [image: ] Sustainable food production or distribution
· [image: ] Renewable energy
· [image: ] Green job creation
· [image: ] Transit and smart planning
· [image: ] Sustainable design
· [image: ] Building capacity for a more effective solutions movement
· [image: ] Community building
· [image: ] Art, music, or theater
· [image: ] Sustainbility education
· [image: ] Building justice
· [image: ] Other: [image: ] 
What do you hope to gain from participating in the Summer of Solutions? *
Please keep it concise, honest, and on point. [image: ] 











Which program(s) are you applying to? *
You must choose at least one program to apply to. Please write “1” next to your first choice program, and, if applicable, “2” next to your second choice and “3” next to your third choice. You may only have one first choice, one second choice, and one third choice. Fourth choices and beyond will be discarded.
If you are applying to the Chicago, Middleton, Portland, Oakland, Southern West Virginia, or Twin Cities programs, make sure you download and fill out the supplemental questions for those programs.
· Chicago, IL 
· Denver, CO
· Detroit, MI
· Hartford, CT
· Iowa City, IA
· Johnson City, TN
· Lexington, KY
· Los Angeles, CA
· Middleton, WI
· Pioneer Valley, MA
· Portland, OR
· Oakland, CA
· Raleigh, NC
· Seattle, WA
· Southern West Virginia
· Stuttgart, AR
· Twin Cities, MN

Why are you interested in your first choice program specifically? *[image: ] 












Why are you interested in your second choice program specifically? [image: ] 












Why are you interested in your third choice program specifically? [image: ] 













What skills can you bring to the program? *
Be creative! There is a place for art, music, group facilitation, economic analysis, policy debate, strategic planning, gardening or construction skills, media or communications expertise, and just about anything else. Additionally, please list any languages you speak, and at what level of proficiency. [image: ] 













Are there any new ideas or initiatives you'd like to make happen as a part of Summer of Solutions? 
We welcome new perspectives! If you have time and interest before the summer to make this idea happen, please say so. [image: ] 













Do you plan to be a full-time participant? *
Full time: You will be spending at least 40 hours a week on Summer of Solutions. Based on the availability of funds, we offer need-based stipends to full-time participants and expect all full-time participants to participate in helping meet collective needs through fundraising and revenue generating. Due to this, some programs will invite you to get going as a full-time participant on preparing for the summer shortly after acceptance - we'll walk you through the steps.
· [image: ] Yes
· [image: ] No
Do you plan to be a part-time or volunteer participant? *
Part-time or volunteer: You will have other major commitments for the summer and will only devote a portion of your time to Summer of Solutions. You will help out and engage in projects, dialogues, and community activities as you are available, and will be able to take part in some of the skill-building and innovation that happens throughout the program. We strongly encourage volunteers to find a way to take part fully in the intensive week-long training program that kicks-off the program as it will anchor the whole summer experience and provide instrumental skills. There may be funding available around specific tasks but there is not general financial support available for people engaging in Summer of Solutions for fewer than 40 hours per week. 
· [image: ] Yes
· [image: ] No
What other time commitments might you have for the summer?
If you plan to be full-time, you should have few if any such conflicts. We will do our best to make opportunities for volunteers regardless of your schedule, although we would encourage participants to leave time to get as much as they can out of the Summer of Solutions (especially during the launch week that kicks the program off). Other commitments might include part-time jobs, internships, or periods where you will be traveling away from the program. [image: ] 








FINDING THE RESOURCES TO MAKE THIS HAPPEN
Please note; we do not take need into account when deciding who to accept - if we think you're a good fit for our program, we accept you. We then use this information to work with you to figure out how to make it possible. We think about resources holistically and Summer of Solutions programs work to be self-sustaining. Summer of Solutions works to grow the green economy in local communities, which will benefit people like you. We value participants who are excited to learn how to support themselves and fellow Solutionaries in this work. We use the term "resources" as a more inclusive way of thinking about fundraising. We try to meet real needs, some of which require money but some of which can be met through donations and loans of items, space, and food. 

How can you contribute to generating the resources to support yourself and other participants through Summer of Solutions? *
We create value in our communities and learn how to support ourselves doing this work, through social entrepreneurship, fundraising and other means. We value participants who are ready to help generate resources. We also recognize that we all come from different backgrounds and thus have different access to resources. How can you work to meet the needs you have listed above and those of others? What skills, experience and interests do you have in generating resources? For example, business planning, social ventures, fundraising, securing non-monetary resources (food, tools, etc) or any other activity.[image: ] 











Do you plan to figure out a credit-bearing opportunity through your school?
If you are a full-time participant who is interested in working with us to create an internship, independent research project, or other credit-bearing opportunity through your school to make it possible for you to participate, please select "Yes."
· [image: ] Yes
· [image: ] No
If you're a full-time participant, how do you want to be involved in planning the program before it begins? 
If you're local, this can include joining our program planners to build partnerships and plan the program. If not, we can support you in helping out with outreach, coordinating participants, fundraising, preparing the orientation experience, or media work to tell the Summer of Solutions story. 
· [image: ] Yes! I want to be a part of the planning team, and I can get started now!
· [image: ] Yes, but I'd rather be given specific tasks and work with a program planner who knows more about the process.
· [image: ] No, figuring out the logistics and preparation for my own participation is the only thing I can commit to before the program starts.

SUPPORTING YOUR NEED
In order to allocate limited resources where they are most needed, many Summer of Solutions programs offer need-based stipends to participants with financial need to enable them to be a part of the program. All participants receive valuable leadership development, community organizing, and social entrepreneurship training free of charge - we are committed to making this transformative experience accessible to everyone. As such, we recognize that many people cannot afford to forego summer income in order to dedicate their summer to this personal development, and provide need-based support as possible. While some programs may have grant positions paid for accomplishing specific tasks at a less than full time level, general financial support for participating is limited to full-time participants in their programs. 

Please check with the program leaders at the programs you are interested in to identify if general financial aid for full-time participants or other task-specific funding or material support are available. If you will not be able to participate in the program without financial compensation, please download the “Application for Need-Based Aid” and submit it with your application. 

NONE of your responses in this section will be provided to program leaders until they have made a decision about whether to accept you into the program. Your responses below will NOT impact whether or not you are accepted. 


How would you describe your social class? *
Share with us a bit about your family, your upbringing, what challenges you’ve faced and what privileges you’ve received. Some starter questions might be: How would you characterize the neighborhood(s) that you grew up in? How comfortably was your family able to meet its needs? [image: ] 













Do you need financial or material support to be involved in the Summer of Solutions? *
This includes free or reduced cost housing, food donations, help with transit, and/or a need-based cash stipend.
· [image: ] Yes, I need one or more of these types of support to be involved in the Summer of Solutions and I will fill out the Application for Need-Based Aid in addition to this application
· [image: ] No, I do not need financial or materials support to be involved in Summer of Solutions. 

Do you need help FINDING housing? *
This is a different question than whether you need help paying for housing. If you have housing at your first choice program but not your second or third (for example), please explain that situation clearly. [image: ] 







If you need help finding housing, which of the following living situations would be acceptable for you? If your needs are different depending on the program, please explain in the "Other" box. Please note, not all programs will have all options available.
· [image: ] Sharing a house with other Summer of Solutions participants but having your own room
· [image: ] Sharing a house with other Summer of Solutions participants with a room-mate
· [image: ] Living in a “homestay” with a local partner of the program
· [image: ] Sharing a house with friends, neighbors, or acquaintances of Summer of Solutions participants and program leaders.
· [image: ] Living in a private apartment 
· [image: ] Other: [image: ] 
What potential local travel options are you comfortable using? *
· [image: ] Walking to different locations
· [image: ] Biking to different locations
· [image: ] Using public transit
· [image: ] Carpooling (if someone else has a car)
· [image: ] Driving my own car
· [image: ] Other: [image: ] 
Describe further if your answers to the above question are in any way conditional 
If your responses to the above check-boxes are conditional in any way, such as walking under 1 mile, biking less than 7 miles three times a week, or public transit trips under 45 minutes, please describe. Also, please explain if your responses are different in different locations you have applied to. [image: ] 






Do you have any dietary restrictions? 
Many programs provide food, especially during the first week of the program. Please help us make sure we don't poison you or violate your ethical/moral/religious beliefs. [image: ] 





Is there any other coordination help or accommodation that you need, regardless of your ability to pay for them? 
This could include things like a ride from the airport to the program on the first day, a wheelchair accessible workspace, accommodations for a non-food allergy, or many other things. [image: ] 






Do you have any final thoughts or questions?
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