Need-based financial and material aid
We have designed this form to get a general assessment of what your needs are to be a Summer of Solutions participant. This application will be reviewed by local program leaders after they have chosen applicants they will prioritize, allowing them to assess how well they can meet the needs of their prioritized applicants. 

The answers you give on this form will NOT determine whether or not you are accepted as a program participant. However, since we cannot guarantee that all of our programs may be able to meet every kind of need, your honest responses on this form will help local program leaders determine how much of your needs can be met. In this form, you will find questions about your economic situation and your needs for housing, food, travel assistance, financial support, and other things. Many of our programs have the ability to meet some cost-of-living needs through donations, cooperative sharing, or other entrepreneurial means. If your answers vary for different programs (you have free housing in one location you applied to, but would need help paying for housing elsewhere), please explain. If you do not have any needs within a given category (for example food), you can leave that section blank, and you will not be considered for support for these needs. 

Your responses to these questions WILL NOT BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT when program leaders are deciding whether to accept you into the program. They will not receive the responses to these questions until they have made their decisions about who to accept. 
General information and background
We understand that all applicants for this program are coming from different situations and facing different challenges. Our program is strongly committed to confronting inequality in our society and proactively building new opportunities for all participants, and we invite you to be a part of that process. We understand that writing about your background in this way can be challenging, but we ask that you be honest about where you are coming from so that we can make fair decisions to meet the different needs of our participants.

How financially dependent or independent are you? *
Rather than the technical definition of being a dependent, please respond explaining to what degree your parent(s)/guardian(s) support you substantially in covering costs such as housing, food, educational expenses (if any) or other needs.[image: ] 






Paying for Housing
If you need assistance paying for housing this summer, please fill out this section. 

How much are you able to contribute to your cost of housing this summer? [image: ] 


If you know where you will be living, how much do you estimate your housing will cost this summer? 
If you aren't sure what housing usually costs in the locations you are applying to, say that. We will subtract the amount that you are able to contribute from the cost of your housing to calculate your housing cost of living during the program. [image: ] 


Does your need for housing assistance vary depending on which program you are accepted to? 
If you have free housing in one place but not another, or if you know your cost of housing will be more expensive in one place than another, explain that here. [image: ] 




Food
Some programs, particularly programs with strong farming programs, are able to get low-cost or free food for participants. Some programs supply all meals for parts of the program. Please estimate the amount of your cost of living that goes to food, so that any programs providing food can factor that into the support they are offering. If you need help paying for food this summer, please fill out this section. 

If you need financial assistance for food, how much do you estimate you would need for the summer? 
Please give a dollar amount. [image: ] 

Would you be willing or interested to participate in any of the following means of lowering or eliminating` your food costs? 
· [image: ] Trading work time on a local farm in exchange for food you help produce (not available at all programs)
· [image: ] Working with others in the program to secure food donations from local stores and organizations
· [image: ] Shopping and cooking with other members of the program on a regular schedule.
· [image: ] Other: [image: ] 
Does your need for food assistance vary depending on which program you are accepted to? 
If you can eat with your family in one place but not another or if you have access to your own garden in one place but not another, or anything else along those lines, explain that here. 




[image: ] 
Travel
If you need support traveling to and from a program location for the summer AND/OR support to travel around the program location during the summer, please fill out this section. 

What assistance do you need to travel around within the program area? 
Ex: $50 for bus fare for the summer, a ride in someone else's car, $250 in gas money, access to a bike, etc[image: ] 


What are your needs getting to and from the program(s) you have applied for?
 Please describe which program(s) for which you have applied you would need financial help getting to. For each program, describe how you would get there and how much financial assistance you would need.[image: ] 



Does your need for travel assistance vary depending on which program you are accepted to?
If you already live one place but would need to fly to another, or if you have your own system of transit in one place but not another, or anything along those lines, explain that here. [image: ] 






Financial support
Do you need financial support IN ADDITION TO any housing, food, and travel assistance needs explained above? *
This section is about all other forms of financial need not included in previous sections. For example, financial needs may include personal care/hygiene/medical supplies, educational expenses, phone and internet bills, utilities, household products, supporting family members, child care, or various other expenses.
· [image: ] Yes (please complete this section)
· [image: ] No
· [image: ] Other: [image: ] 
How much financial compensation would you need to participate? 
Please give an estimated dollar amount of compensation you would need for the full summer.[image: ] 


Please briefly explain the purpose of your request for additional financial compensation. What need(s) would this financial compensation help you meet? [image: ] 
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