
•  Name & community 

 

•  Why you came to this session 

 

•  Why you feel that community control 
of our energy system important 

 

Leveraging Utility Franchise Agreements for  

Community Power 



Discussion Questions 

• What problems does the energy 

system create in your community? 

• How would you like the energy 

system in your community to work? 



Coal strip mined in the Powder River Basin 

of Montana and Wyoming 







97% 59% 





THE BLACKOUT OF 2003 







But we’re at a 

crossroads 



Minneapolis’s 

contract with 

our energy 

companies is 

up for renewal 

“Franchise” provides $23 million to general fund  

out of $450 million per year in energy sales 



20 

years 

For the first time in 



What are the options? 

Renew (status quo) 

Negotiate 

Do it ourselves 



Gas & Electric? 

Maybe not. 



But we can’t do this 

Renew (status quo) 

Negotiate 

Do it ourselves 



Without an option for this 

Renew (status quo) 

Negotiate 

Do it ourselves 
Gas & Electric? 



We organized for 

• Clean energy 

• Local energy 

• Equitable energy 

• Affordable energy 

• Reliable energy 

A ballot measure authorizing 

a municipal utility 

With strong 

requirements for: 



LEVERAGE 

Because that gave the city 





Prospect Park 





•A city funded Energy Pathways study 

 

•A city commitment to a legislative agenda focused on 

flexibility in franchise negotiations 

 

•A historic memorandum of understanding with 

Centerpoint Energy 

 

•A letter from Xcel Energy promising to work toward 

the city’s energy goals 

 

•An adopted “Framework for Reaching City of 

Minneapolis Energy Goals” 





• State legislative strategy 

• Keep city and utilities 

accountable to the community 

• Community education 

• Detailed Research 

• Regional/National campaigns 



• Attend or host a Powerful Conversation 

• Join a Minneapolis Ward Team or start an 
action team in your community 

• Sign the postcards to Xcel and 
CenterPoint 

• Join a Community Power action team 

• Take neighborhood energy actions 

• Donate 

 



http://www.communitypower.org 

Timothy DenHerder-Thomas 

(612) 250-1621 

timothy@cooperativeenergyfutures.com 
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